Web Screens with Back-office Focus

Types of Web Panels




What all pages have in common

. - e»0 @ . 'TEr
Application Name Application Name

Attractions

Amacton Name  Conrry Nam ASraction Praks Dpa

NNUNAN NN

3

Application Name .

Anrachion Witcus Pacameters

In previous videos, we have been building from scratch a solution that is
very similar to the one automatically built by the Work With pattern for us.

Thus, if we compare both solutions at runtime, we see first that their
design is different. So far we've focused on the logic and left out the User
Interface, which we'll get into later on. But leaving aside those visual
differences, in both web panels we can see a grid that shows information
of the tourist attractions, with filters, and the possibility, for example, of
updating the information.

In both solutions, the transaction is invoked in Update mode.

Something that can start to call our attention is a common feature of all
the screens we've been browsing: this bar up here and this one with the
links we've recently browsed. We see that every page we open has those
parts.

For example, if we directly invoke the parallel transaction
AttractionWithoutParameters, here they are.

Or, if we now go to the View of an attraction, the one of the pattern or the
one implemented from scratch by us, we see that beyond their
differences, they still keep this in common.
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If now we go to GeneXus to see the form of this View implemented by us,
where is this common feature?

Or, if we open the Attraction transaction, or the parallel transaction that
doesn't receive parameters, and we go to its Form, we don't see it either.

What we see here is a textblock control with the name of the transaction.
Below is an ErrorViewer control that is where messages appear, for
example, for success or failure. Then there is this “action group” control
that shows the navigation and Select buttons. Next, there are attributes,
and lastly another “action group” with the buttons.

Where is the upper sector?



Master Page
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If we look at the transaction properties we see a Web Transaction group
with three very important properties: the first one, Theme, will control the
design of the controls; the second one we'll see later, and now we'll see
the third one, the Master Page property. There we indicate the master
page inside which the page corresponding to this transaction object will
be loaded. It offers some options, which correspond to all the master
pages defined so far in our KB. When a KB is created, these pages are
created so that we have some by default, but we will be able to create
others.

The transaction was associated with this master page by default when it
was created.

If we now open the other objects that we were seeing at runtime, we
should not be surprised to find that they also have a master page, and it is
this one.

By the way, note that the web panels also have the same three properties.

So let's look for this master page and see what it's all about. If we don't
know where it is, we can look for it here and open it. And if we want to
locate it in the KB Explorer, we can right-click on the tab to do so. It's
inside a web folder where GeneXus places objects that have to do with
the pattern, for example, and so on.

If we look at its properties, we also see one named Theme and one named
Type, and the Master Page is no longer there. Why? Because it is a special
type of web panel, the Master Page type. A web panel of this type will



have a special control, ContentPlaceHolder. This is where any page that has this one as its
master page will be loaded.

Then the transaction will be loaded into this space, the view, and everything we saw.
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Here is the text block control that we see at runtime called Application
Name. For example, let’s try to change it to Travel Agency. Here we have
an image that we can also change for this one that we previously inserted
in the KB.

Let's test the effect of these changes on our application. Here we have
them...



Web Component
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We have already seen two of the three types of web screens: the master
page, and the common web page, which is what we have been working
with so far every time we create a web panel or a transaction. We only
have to study the web page of component type.

To do this, let's go back over our steps a little and remember what we had
implemented in the previous videos. We had the limitation of the
attractions Work With element, where the user could filter by country by
choosing a value in this variable, which was being used in the grid
conditions to filter by that country if the variable was not empty.

But also, from this panel the user could see the information of an
attraction, clicking on its name, and at the same time, from there, a link
was displayed above the country name to show all the relevant
information of the country.



Web Component
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That's why we called this web panel that received the country identifier in
the attribute, and showed its name, and then a grid identical to the first
one, with the same filters by attraction name, the same columns and
actions and general info, and also information about the cities.



Web Component
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We can clearly see that part of this panel is almost identical to the other
one. Let's suppose that we no longer want the Update option to be
offered with this image, but we want it to be as it is in the pattern, with the
word UPDATE.

We will have to replace this image with a text block on both panels. To
avoid these duplications and to program the behavior and design of a part
of the panel only once, we have web panels of the component type.






