
In this video, we will see the Canvas control, which allows us to achieve 

something interesting that can be done in mobile applications. That is, 

to display data in overlapping layers in order to create content-rich 

interfaces.



Let's start from what we had to view customer data.

For example, suppose we want the flag of each customer to appear below their photo. 

To place data in different layers, we have the Canvas control.

To use it, first we save the panel as ViewCustomersWithFlag, delete the grid controls, 

and drag a canvas control. We set its Height property to 200 dip and leave the rest of 

the default values.

In the canvas we place the CountryFlag attribute, and in its properties we see that now 

there is a section called Absolute position. We set Z-Order to 1. Only the controls that 

are directly on the canvas have this property to indicate the layer in which they will be 

positioned; the higher the Z-Order number, the higher its layer will be.

Note that in addition to this property there are others that allow us to place the controls 

inside the canvas in absolute position. For the flag we are going to set Top to 30, Left 

to 0, Width to 160 dip and Height to 100 dip. Later on, we will adjust these values using 

Live Editing to see the final result in the emulator.
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Then we drag a Table control to the canvas and set Z-Order to 2. In this way, we are 

placing the table in a layer above the flag, so that the flag will be the background. We 

assign initial values to the properties, setting Top to 10 dip and Left to 30 dip. 

Now we add all the customer data we had before: the CustomerPhoto, 

CustomerName, CustomerEmail, CountryName, and CustomerAddress attributes and 

adjust their positions. We add a column to the left to improve the appearance of the 

flag that will be displayed below. 

In the Column Style property we set the values 5 dip, 90 dip, 30 dip, and 100%. We 

leave all the rows with pd. Then we select all the data fields and set Horizontal 

Alignment to Left and Vertical Alignment to Bottom.

In addition, in the CustomerAddress we set Col Span to 4, in CountryName we set the 

class AttributeBold, and in CustomerPhoto the class ImageRound and RowSpan to 2, 

positioning it to take up the second and third row.

Now we have to run the application to see how it looks to start adjusting its 

appearance. We open the MainMenu and drag the panel ViewCustomersWithFlag to 

its Items section. In the properties of the created action, we assign the Image property 

with the image CustomersWithFlag. 

And we press F5.

3



Note that the image of the flag is a bit off, so we set its Top to 45 and Height to 105 

dip. We can see the changes immediately with the help of Live editing, which allows us 

to adjust everything until it looks good... We save.

The customers are displayed with the background we wanted, which will be adjusted 

for each customer depending on their country. 

Finally, we check that the filters work correctly.
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In this video, we saw how to layer data to achieve a more sophisticated 

presentation.

In the following videos, we will see more advanced controls that will 

allow us to achieve an attractive and friendly user interface.


